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Message from the Chair

As I sit to compose my piece for Link Up this month, Radio 4 is broadcasting an investigation
into adoption breakdown - 1,000 cases in five years, the programme says, but as only a third
of local authorities collect the data, the actual figure is likely to be much higher. Parents who
went through this trauma alleged how little help they received once their relationships with
their adoptive children began to go wrong. Hardly an upbeat subject, but I think of it in the
context of the Christmas story we and our entire community will be sharing and reflecting on
in a few weeks’ time (if not now): another narrative of a family in difficult circumstances,
whose only help - especially if we pursue events beyond Bethlehem as far as the Flight into
Egypt - came from divine intervention.

Inevitably families, however they are made up, are the first line of defence against the world’s
sorrow. That can mean struggles with poverty, coping with disability (of adults or children),
managing illness, or any number of other strains. I would like to think that if our Church
communities put an emphasis on families in our thinking, worship and publicity, that isn't due
to sentiment or a certain model of society, but a recognition of what families face, and the
support they need - prayer being the very least of it. When we imagine the *Holy Family’ this
Christmas-tide, that’s worth keeping in mind.

Rev James Rattue, Chair of Churches Together in Godalming and District
jamesrattue@hotmail.com

Churches Together news and events

Open Meeting

The Open Meeting on 12 November at the United Church was very thinly attended - a
disappointment after we got an encouraging turnout in July! Chris Lion, the new incumbent of
the Minster Parish, described his spiritual journey taking him from a Roman Catholic
background through the Ichthus youth group at Busbridge to a call to priesthood at Holy Trinity
Brompton. He talked about his ministry at Gerrards Cross and the ecumenical Latimer Minster
before becoming incumbent at Newark before returning to his childhood home of Godalming.
He explained his view of what ‘minster’ meant - a culture that asks ‘How can we give
ourselves away as a basic mindset’. The next Open Meeting will be the AGM in March - more
details to follow.

United Service, Sunday 18 January

The United Church is hosting the United Service on Sunday 18 January at 10.30am. Many of
our member churches will not be holding mid-morning services so worshippers can join
together in this joyful annual event.

Forthcoming Prayer Breakfasts
The rota of Prayer Breakfasts for 2026 has not yet been settled but the first should be on
Saturday 24th January — details will be available later.
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News of the Churches and organisations

Godalming Minster

Advent and Christmas

Godalming Minster was open for the Godalming lights switch-on and offered refreshments and
craft activity for those who dropped in. We had a team on the high street giving out glow sticks
with the invitations for our Christmas events and services for families. We are grateful to
Godalming Town Council for their support by providing the mulled wine and mince pies and for
announcing activities.

Amos and the Grumpy Owl, Saturday 13 December

Godalming Minster is looking forward to the performances of Amos and the Grumpy Owl/ on
Saturday 13 December. This is a professional theatrical production for families — best for those
with children age 4-11 - based on the book The Grumpy Owl, which has been recommended
by the Church of England. Tickets (£5) are sold out for the 4.00pm performance, but there is
plenty of space for 6.00pm. We would be delighted to offer free concession tickets to anyone
who cannot afford the cost, and would be blessed by a treat like this at Christmas. Please
contact Vic or Jenny at the Minster office (office@godalmingminster.org) if you would like to
request free tickets for a family or group you know. You can find the details and watch a trailer
on the Christmas page on the website: https://godalmingminster.org/explore/whats-

on/christmas

Franklyn Road (St Mark’s) Community Centre

Community Centre and Foodbank manager, Karen Milton will be retiring at Christmas. Karen
has served the community centre for more than 20 years and has been the linchpin to the
Foodbank and community centre, which makes such a valuable contribution in the Ockford
Ridge and Aaron’s Hill community. She will be greatly missed and we wish her all the best as
she looks forward to retirement. We aim to get the role to oversee the operations and the
mission of the community centre and foodbank in the coming weeks.

Blue Christmas Service, Saturday 20 December
Godalming Minster, Brighton Road (Busbridge Church)

A "Blue Christmas Service" is a Christian-themed service held during the Advent season to
provide a comforting, safe space, particularly for those struggling with grief, loss, loneliness, or
despair.

We acknowledge the difficulty of the holiday season while offering a message of hope found in
Christ's presence in darkness and pain.

This brief reflective service will focus on light in darkness including the symbolic lighting of
candles to express hope for the future. All welcome.

godalmingminster.org

St John’s Parish Church, Farncombe

We are looking forward to all our usual events, visits from local schools, concerts by the
Guildford Jazz Society, Godalming Community Gospel Choir, and Big Group Sing, as well as the
glorious celebration of the Incarnation! Our PCC had a fruitful Away Day at Hambledon at the
start of November, and we are continuing to find our way through the process of setting goals
and priorities for the next couple of years.

www.farncombe.org.uk
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Godalming Baptist Church

Loss of Catherine Lawton

GBC are grieving the sad loss of dear Catherine Lawton, who was called to glory in November.
Catherine radiated her faith in love and care for others. She served the fellowship faithfully and
so many children and many folk in the community for many years. She was a committed
Church Secretary, our previous Children's Worker, led the Ark Toddler Group, a team member
at Fusion and very involved in pastoral care. Our thoughts and prayers are very much with Jeff
and her family as they grieve her loss.

In memory of Catherine , the collection at our Carols by Candlelight Service on 21 December
will be for The Phyllis Tuckwell Hospice, where Catherine worked for so many years.

Christmas Services
Sunday 7 December - Toy Service, 10.00am, collecting toys for Merton

Saturday 20 December - Messy Christmas Church, 10.00am to 11.30am. Crafts, art, Christmas
quiz, treasure hunt, and snacks and more. Aimed for children between 4 and 10 years old, but
everyone is welcome.

Sunday 21 December - Contemporary All Age Service, 10.00am
Sunday 21 December - Carols By Candlelight, 5.00pm followed by a buffet tea
Thursday 25 December - Christmas Day Service, 10.00am

Coffee Stop, Saturday 6 December, 10.00am to 12.00pm

Tea, coffee and homemade cakes for charity. Again in Catherine's memory, all donations will be
shared between Phyllis Tuckwell Hospice and Gaskins Christmas Meals. A worthy cause also
which as well as holding a Christmas Lunch delivers one to anyone housebound. Please do call
in and support these worthy causes.

Visit our library

The GBC library will also be open that morning and most weekday mornings. Do call in and
browse and borrow a book.

Book review A Christmas compendium - Discover Christmas old and new by J John
Did you know that Bethlehem is the Hebrew word for *house of bread’, or that card is from the
Greek khartes meaning Papyrus leaf? These and many more intriguing facts about Christmas
are contained in this compendium.

Life issue session: 'Boundaries’, Saturday 24 January, 10.00am to 12.30pm (coffee
from 9.30am)

Led by Revd Peter Jackson. If you have difficulties saying no and can be taken advantage of
then this is the session for you - and also for everyone who wants to support others in life's
journey. Do come! To book a place, please contact Sally Pollard on 01483 428646 or
pollard3@hotmail.co.uk. There is no charge, but donations much appreciated towards the vital
work of Our Sanctuary - a charity supporting those who are suffering from domestic abuse.

Finally we wish everyone a very happy and blessed Christmas and a very happy, healthy,
blessed and peaceful New Year

www.godalmingbaptistchurch.org.uk
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Godalming United Church

Online services: https://guc.online.church.
Service recordings: www.guc.org.uk, https://bit.ly/GUCYouTube.

Gift Service with Christingles, Sunday 7 December, 10.30am

An Advent service with the opportunity to bring gifts to our Christmas tree for the less
fortunate in our community - toys and gift vouchers please (to be distributed by the Cellar
Camino Café). Everyone will go home with a Christingle.

Messy Church - Welcome Christmas! Saturday 13 December, 3.00pm

Bible-based activities for all the family, story-time and songs, party tea.
messy.church@quc.org.uk, 01483 414778

Godalming Band Christmas Concert, Saturday 13 December 13, 7.00pm
Tickets 01483 355129 or www.godalmingband.org.uk

Favourite Carols, Sunday 14 December, 10.30am
A seasonal “Songs of Praise” service

Candlelit Carol Service, Sunday 21 December, 6.00pm

Christmas Eve Communion, Wednesday 24 December, 4.00pm
A time for reflection

Christmas Day Family Service, Thursday 25 December, 10.00am
Bring along one of your presents to show

Wey Valley Methodist Circuit Service, Sunday 28 December, 10.30am
Led by Circuit Superintendent Rev Paul Glass - hosted by GUC

Covenant Service and dedication of Church Officers, Sunday 4 January, 10.30am
http://www.guc.org.uk

Roman Catholic Parish of St Edmund, King & Martyr, Godalming with
St Joseph’s Milford

The Church’s prayer intention for December
The Church’s prayer intention for December is for Christians in areas of war or conflict,
especially in the Middle East, that there might be seeds of peace, reconciliation and hope.

Advent small groups

‘The Word became poor and dwelt among us’ Advent small groups are an opportunity to meet
in fellowship, praying through some of the Sunday readings, exploring Pope Leo’s hew
document on ‘Love for the Poor’ and reflecting on some of the saints who have lived the
preferential and evangelical option for the poor. Groups are taking place at: 2.00pm on
Tuesday afternoon in Elstead; 7.00pm on Thursday evening in Haslemere; 10.15am Friday at
St Edmund’s Godalming; and after 9.00am Mass in Chiddingfold. To sign up visit:
https://stedsgod.churchsuite.com/-/forms/xzt1lyf6

Parish Christmas carol service

Our Parish Christmas carol service takes place at Ladywell Convent on Sunday 21 December at
2.00pm, followed by mince pies, with a collection for a local charity.

Christmas Appeal for the Cellar Camino Café

To help the many needy, disadvantaged and lonely people in our community who rely on the
Cellar Café for practical and emotional support, we are asking for donations for special
Christmas parcels - such as festive food items, small gifts and gift vouchers from Sainsburys or
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Waitrose - by 12 December. There are collection boxes at our churches, and leaflets with a list
of suggested items for you to buy; please take a leaflet and bring it with you to the
supermarket! #Livesimply this Christmas

Christmas Fete at St Edmund’s Primary School

You are warmly invited to come for Christmas shopping, meet Fr Christmas in his Grotto, and
enjoy mulled wine and minced pies! Saturday 6 December, 12.00pm to 2.00pm. The Drive,
Godalming, GU7 1PF.

Wintershall Nativity performances

Wintershall Nativity performances are on 18 to 21 December, 2.00pm/5.00pm. It's a great
Christmas experience for the family. https://www.wintershall.org.uk/event/the-nativity-

journey

Ladywell Crib Building Service

This beautiful interactive children’s Christmas service is at 4.00pm on Tuesday 16 December in
the Chapel at Ladywell Convent, Ashtead Lane, Godalming GU7 1ST. A wonderful occasion for
families and grandparents.

CAFOD’s Ethical World Gifts

These virtual Christmas presents help people around the world living in poverty, so please
consider buying them as alternatives to wrapped presents! Order online
https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk

Christmas Mass times

Christmas Eve

5.00pm: Mass at St Joseph's, Milford - Children are very welcome to come in Nativity fancy
dress.

7.00pm: Mass at St Edmund's
10.00pm: Mass of Christmas Night at St Edmund's with our Choir

Christmas Day
8.45am: Mass at St John's, Farncombe

10.30am: Mass at St Joseph's, Milford

Weekend Masses

Weekend Masses are celebrated at St Edmund’s Godalming (6.00pm Vigil Mass) on Saturday
evenings; and on Sundays at St John’s Farncombe at 8.45am, with children’s liturgy (and with
coffee after Mass on 7 and 21 December); and at St Joseph’s Milford at 10.30am.

Weekday Masses

The dates, times and venues of these vary so please check the calendar on the home page of
our website: www.stedsgod.com. St Edmund’s church remains open every day usually between
10am and 4pm. (19 Croft Road, Godalming GU7 1DB).

Parish gatherings

e Bumps, Babes & Toddlers on Monday mornings at St John’s Farncombe from 10.30am to
12.00pm, term time only. The group welcomes parents, carers and grandparents and
babies, toddlers and pre-school children. For more info: eileen.hudson@gmail.com

e SVP Afternoon Tea is on Wednesday 10 December at 2.00pm at Busbridge Village Hall. Our
parish SVP group meets in person monthly. For more information phone SVP on 07379
108009.

e Prayer Group on Monday evenings (phone Richard for details on 01252 702230), 5.00pm in
winter and 7.30pm in summer.
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e Youth Discipleship Group Meets every other Friday from 7.00pm to 9.00pm for young
people in Years 11 to 13. Check parish calendar for November session date. For info or sign
up: DavidBeresford@franciscancentre.org.uk

e Live Simply group Our parish eco-group meets monthly online; the next meeting is on
Thursday 5th December, 8pm. Joining details: jolewry@aol.com

e Bereavement group This group offers support and meets monthly, usually on Fridays at
10.30am. More information: bereavementatsteds@gmail.com

e EdsKnitters This group knits for charities. If you can knit hats, gloves, scarves or blankets
for adults and/or baby clothes please get in touch via the parish office:
Godalming@abdiocese.org.uk

www.stedsgod.com

The Franciscan Centre Ladywell

Step away from the noise and haste of your everyday life and into the quiet beauty of the
Franciscan Centre Ladywell in the heart of Surrey. Set on expansive grounds which are
peaceful and beautiful, with wonderful walks and a stunning woodland to explore, find God in
the sacred book of nature and in the peaceful, prayerfulness of our wonderful house.

Themed Days of Reflection
Suggested offering: £25 includes lunch and tea/coffee.

13 and 16 December, 14 and 24 February, 14 and 24 March

February 6 Day Individually Guided Retreat (IGR)
Date: 8 to 15 February, 15 to 22 March
Suggested offering: £550

Each day you will be accompanied by a trained spiritual director, who will listen attentively and
offer suggestions for allowing you to go deeper into your relationship with God.

Arrival Sunday evening from 4.00pm and depart next Sunday morning after breakfast and
Mass.

Lent Retreat

Date: 27 February to 1 March
Suggested offering: £210

The Spirit drove Jesus into the wilderness. (Mark 1:12)
During Lent we're invited to shed what is superfluous and enter into the desert with Christ.

A Way in the Wilderness - finding meaning Direction and Hope in Lent
Date: 6 to 8 March
Suggested Offering: £210

Where does the wilderness lie? Where might we find it? Not only in sand and rock. It stretches
between ending and beginning; between loss of meaning and its recovery; between awareness
of deep longing and finding that which we long for; between questioning and the start of
understanding. In the Bible the wilderness is also a place of encounter with God, where we
learn to understand ourselves afresh. Using insights from the Bible. poetry and the Christian
spiritual tradition we will explore our own experiences of wilderness and the invitation of God
within them.

https://franciscancentre.org.uk
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Milford Baptist Church

Festive Christmas lunch, Tuesday 9 December

A sit-down buffet lunch from 12.00pm to 2.30pm. To book, please call 07955 699156 by 2
December.

Toddler Group Nativity
Wednesday 10 December, 9.30am.

Follow the star, Friday 12 December, 6.00pm to 8.00pm
Family buffet and refreshments with crafts, followed by a short lantern nativity walk.

Carols by candlelight, Sunday 14 December, 4.30pm
Followed by light refreshments

Christingle Service
Sunday 21 December, 10.30am

Christmas Day celebrations, Thursday 25 September, 10.30am
For all the family. Children are invited to bring a present they have received and talk about it.

www.milfordbaptistchurch.org.uk

Godalming Quakers

Sunday Meetings for Worship
The regular weekly worship session continues to be held on Sunday mornings, starting at
10.30am at the Quaker Meeting House in Mill Lane, and all are welcome.

www.quaker.org.uk/meetings/godalming

Trinity Trust Team

Every December we have the privilege of visiting our local junior and secondary schools with
an assembly (and Chandler and Godalming Junior School for an RE Day). In recent years we
have written a series of short dramas based on the events of that first Christmas through the
lens of those who witnessed it.

Lockdown saw the Wise Men on Zoom, we have since had The Shepherd’s Tale, The Angel’s
Tale, last year was Joseph’s Tale and this year The Innkeeper’s Tale as the lively Landlord of
‘The Star of Bethlehem’ finds him and his wife dealing with more customers than usual at that
time of the year...

We write and deliver a separate presentation for Rodborough and Broadwater students so do
please pray for the messages to land well and be the catalyst for a fresh view to Christmas and
for children, young people and staff to reflect on Jesus - the reason for the season.

We are still looking for someone who could spare just ONE HOUR on a Monday afternoon term
time to help with our Wowza after school club at Godalming Junior School with Annette.

If you, or someone you know, might be interested in volunteering with TTT please contact
Andy Poulsom on andy@trinitytrustteam.co.uk or check out our website for more details.

Please pray for:
e A positive run of school performances/workshops in the lead up to Christmas
e Continued open doors to prosper the gospel in local schools in 2026

e The right funding to support/grow our various ministries
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e New/existing partnerships within local churches to flourish
e Local young people to want to know Jesus and be transformed by him

We continue to thank all those who play a part in and support the youth ministry of the Trinity
Trust Team. Our thanks and blessings to you all as ever — and we'll write and distribute
another newsletter in the new year.

Andy & the team

www.trinitytrustteam.co.uk

Prayer meeting for the persecuted church

If you are interested in praying for the persecuted church, there is a zoom meeting held
monthly on a Sunday at 4.00pm. Further details from David at rymissionsnews@hotmail.com

Feba

The next zoom prayer meeting for Feba, a media organisation with partners in many of the
world's newsworthy places, will take place on Wednesday 5 December from 7.00pm to
8.00pm.

www.feba.org.uk/prayer

Godalming Community Gospel Choir (GCGC)

Christmas Gospel Celebration, Saturday 13 December, 7.30pm
St John the Evangelist Church, Farncombe GU7 3E]

Directed by charismatic Russell Blackman and accompanied by our amazing Vaughan Lamont &
band.

Admission - Adults £14 includes interval drink, Children free. Grand Raffle.

Tickets from GCGCinformation@gmail.com, on the door on the day, or from Record Corner,
Godalming - Cash only.

Items for next month's Link-up

Please send items for the January 2026 edition of Link-up to Matt Farrow:
farrow.matt@gmail.com by Friday 19 December, for publication on Friday 26 December.
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