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Message from the Chair

On Sunday afternoon I attended the opening of the newly-rebuilt Binscombe Church - quite an
achievement to get the work finally completed 12 years after the first plans! Binscombe
Church isn’t in our fellowship for theological reasons, but I know plenty of people connected
with it, and certainly when we pray for ‘the other Christian communities of this area’ at St
John’s, we pray for them as well.

Even within Churches Together, we do have differences between us. Some are theological,
some organisational, and some reflect our various histories (as I've said before, sometimes we
are not separate because we're different, we're different because we are separate). When we
can gather together to worship, it's a great thing, and our Prayer Breakfasts, too, give us a
chance to meet and follow a variety of prayer traditions based on our common inheritance of
Scripture and practice of intercession to bring our community’s needs before God. We can also
strive to discern ways in which we can, as Christians, serve that community practically. Maybe
that might mean helping as individuals with initiatives that are already running, such as the
Cellar, or coming up with something new.

We can also try to ensure that the name of Christ is honoured. We live in a secular society and
aren’t in a position to make demands, but we need not feel shy about being clear about God’s
sovereignty over human affairs, and that Jesus Christ reveals his nature: and we can make it
plain that this is not about us — not about respecting the sensitivities of a particular group of
people, however generous an instinct that might be - but about reality and about truth, about
Him.

Rev James Rattue, Chair of Churches Together in Godalming and District
jamesrattue@hotmail.com

Churches Together news and events

Churches Together Open Meeting
12 November - Godalming United Church

The new Rector of the Minster Parish, Chris Lion, will be talking to us about his impressions,
ideas and thoughts on returning to his old home of Godalming as incumbent of four Anglican
churches in the town. He comes to Godalming after working in Gerrards Cross, Beaconsfield,
and the very grand St Mary Magdalene Newark, currently in the midst of a major
refurbishment project.

Forthcoming Prayer Breakfasts
22 November - Busbridge Church
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News of the Churches and organisations

Godalming Minster

Harvest

Godalming Minster has just come to the end of its harvest season with lots of services across
the Minster for our church schools and congregations. We have been able to support the
Godalming Foodbank at Franklyn Road and the Community Store with donations.

Next up we are looking ahead to All Saints and Remembrance.

Light Party

We are holding a Light Party at Brighton Road on 31 October for primary age children. (Please
sign up) and our Annual Memorial Service will take place at 3.00pm on Saturday 8 November
at Church Street.

Remembrance

There will be services at each location and we join the town council and local organisations to
lead the act of Remembrance at the War Memorial in the Phillips Memorial Park:

9.15am - Remembrance Service at Church Street

10.45am - Civic Act of Remembrance at the War Memorial
10.00am - Remembrance (All Age) at St Mark’s Franklyn Road
10.30am - Remembrance at St Peter’s Hambledon

10.45am - Remembrance at Busbridge Church Brighton Road

All details can be found on the web site https://godalmingminster.org/explore/whats-on

godalmingminster.org

Godalming Baptist Church

Coffee Stop, Saturday 8 November, 10.00am to 12.00pm

Do call in and have a break from shopping and enjoy tea, coffee and delicious homemade
cakes. No charge, but donations much appreciated towards the work of The Catalyst Centre,
supporting those with mental health needs.

Friendship Lunch/Community outing, Thursday 20 November

A visit to Southampton Christmas Market and shopping Centre. Flyers and booking forms
available from Godalming Baptist Church reception weekday mornings during term time. A
great opportunity to do your Christmas shopping without car parking!

Woolly Blessings knitting group

A new knitting/crochet group 'Woolly Blessings' has started fortnightly on Thursdays from
10.00am to 12.00pm. This is a great opportunity for knitting/crocheting for charities and to
enjoy a chat together. Do come, bring your wool and bring a friend too! The next date is 6
November. Tea/coffee and biscuits are provided - £1 per person. Contact GBC church office for
more details 01483 422105.

Book review: The Way Home by Ron Kallmier
Whatever our beliefs, most of us want to know where we’ve come from, where we're going,
and to understand the purpose of everything in between.

If you are exploring ideas about faith, these ten real-life stories will hopefully inspire you to
keep on looking, and find where you truly belong.
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Please do call in and borrow a book from GBC Library. Reception is open Mondays to Fridays
from 9.00am to 12.00pm, and the Library is open most mornings apart from alternate
Wednesdays. There is a wide selection of books to encourage, equip and challenge us on our
faith journey, and also many books on life issues that we and others may experience.

www.godalmingbaptistchurch.org.uk

Godalming United Church

Online services: https://guc.online.church.
Service recordings: www.guc.org.uk, https://bit.ly/GUCYouTube.

On Sunday 9 November, there will be no morning service as we will be supporting the Town
Service of Remembrance at the Burys War Memorial.

For more information and other future events, visit www.guc.org.uk for a constantly updated
rolling calendar.

http://www.guc.org.uk

Roman Catholic Parish of St Edmund, King & Martyr, Godalming with
St Joseph’s Milford

The Church’s prayer intention for November

The Church’s prayer intention for November is for the prevention of suicide. Let us pray that
those who are struggling with suicidal thoughts might find the support, care and love they
need in their community.

The month of prayer for the Holy Souls

November is the month of prayer for the Holy Souls. This year All Saints Day is celebrated on
Sunday 2 November (Mass is at the usual times) and All Souls Day is on celebrated on Monday
3 November (Mass at 9.30am at St Joseph’s and 7.30pm at St Edmund’s). The Blessing of
Graves will take place in Milford cemetery on 2 November after 10.00am Mass at St Joseph'’s;
in Eashing cemetery at midday on 3 November; in Elstead cemetery at Woolfords Lane, at
around 1.00pm on 3 November.

Inauguration of the new Parish of Guildford

Bishop Richard will celebrate Mass on Saturday 29 November at 6.00pm at St Joseph’s
Guildford at which the new parish will be entrusted to its team of priests and Fr Jonathan How
will be inducted as moderator. This is an important step for our church community and a new
start as the seven parishes of our deanery join as one — a process which will help us to be
more effective in our prayer, formation and mission. At the parish level our church
communities will continue to be the places where the Gospel is proclaimed and the sacraments
celebrated, and to be led by priests assigned to them; as at present - Fr Jonathan, together
with Fr Patrick, will look after Godalming and Haslemere, Hindhead and Chiddingfold.

Parish Update Meeting

This takes place on Thursday 13 November at 7.30pm at St Edmund’s School and is an
opportunity to hear about how our parish will sit within the new parish of Guildford, our current
financial situation and what has happened over the last 18 months in regard to the future of
our church buildings.

Global Action for Climate Change - 15 November

COP30 - the world’s biggest climate talks - is taking place in Brazil from 10 to 21 November,
and a day of action is planned in London and other major cities on 15 November. You can
register your interest with CAFOD and get more details https://cafod.org.uk/campaign/latest-
campaigns/cop30
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Upcoming Feast Days

9 November is the Feast of the Dedication of the Lateran Basilica; and 20 November is of St
Edmund, King and Martyr, which will be celebrated at 6.00pm Vigil Mass on 15 November. St
John Henry Newman will be solemnly proclaimed as a Doctor of the Church on 1 November as
part of the Jubilee of the World Education at St Peter’s in Rome.

Weekend Masses

Weekend Masses are celebrated at St Edmund’s Godalming (6.00pm Vigil Mass) on Saturday
evenings; and on Sundays at St John’s Farncombe at 8.45am, with children’s liturgy (and with
coffee after Mass on 2 and 16 November); and at St Joseph’s Milford at 10.30am.

Weekday Masses

The dates, times and venues of these vary so please check the calendar on the home page of
our website: www.stedsgod.com

St Edmund’s church remains open every day usually between 10.00am and 4.00pm. (19 Croft
Road, Godalming GU7 1DB).

Parish gatherings
We offer a warm welcome to newcomers at our regular parish gatherings:

e Bumps, Babes & Toddlers on Monday mornings at St John’s Farncombe from 10.30am to
12.00pm, term-time only. The group welcomes parents, carers and grandparents and
babies, toddlers and pre-school children. For more info: eileen.hudson@gmail.com

e SVP Afternoon Tea is on Wednesday 5 November at 2.00pm at Busbridge Village Hall.
Joining details: 07379 108009. Our parish SVP group meets in person monthly; the
November meeting is 26th November at 7.30pm.

e Prayer Group on Monday evenings (phone Richard for details on 01252 702230), 5.00pm in
winter and 7.30pm in summer.

e Youth Discipleship Group Meets every other Friday from 7.00pm to 9.00pm for young
people in Years 11 to 13. Check parish calendar for November session date. For info or sign
up: DavidBeresford@franciscancentre.org.uk

e Live Simply group Our parish eco-group meets monthly online; the next meeting is on
Thursday 6 November, 8.00pm. Joining details: jolewry@aol.com

e Bereavement group This group offers support and meets monthly, usually on Fridays at
10.30am. More information: bereavementatsteds@gmail.com

e EdsKnitters This group knits for charities. If you can knit hats, gloves, scarves or blankets
for adults and/or baby clothes please get in touch via the parish office:
Godalming@abdiocese.org.uk

www.stedsgod.com

Milford Baptist Church

Festive Christmas Lunch, 9 December, 12.00pm to 2.30pm

Join us for a delicious Christmas buffet lunch, mince pies and good company. Come and enjoy
a relaxed, friendly and enjoyable afternoon with carols. Booking is essential. To ensure we
have enough food, please let us know you are coming by 2 December. There is no charge, but
donations are welcome. To book, please call 07955 699156

www.milfordbaptistchurch.org.uk
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Godalming Quakers

Sunday Meetings for Worship

The regular weekly worship session continues to be held on Sunday mornings, starting at
10.30am at the Quaker Meeting House in Mill Lane, and all are welcome.

www.quaker.org.uk/meetings/godalming

Prayer meeting for the persecuted church

If you are interested in praying for the persecuted church, there is a zoom meeting held
monthly on a Sunday at 4.00pm. Further details from David at rymissionsnews@hotmail.com

Feba

Every month, on the first Wednesday at 7.00pm for an hour, Feba hosts an online prayer
meeting where the focus is on one of the world's newsworthy places (Iraq, Yemen, Ukraine and
India have recently been the focus) and interviews local partners from that region. The next
meeting will take place on Wednesday 3 December. Find out more from
www.feba.org.uk/prayer

Godalming Community Gospel Choir (GCGC)

Christmas Gospel Celebration, Saturday 13 December, 7.30pm
St John the Evangelist Church, Farncombe GU7 3E]

Directed by charismatic Russell Blackman and accompanied by our amazing Vaughan Lamont &
band.

Admission - Adults £14 includes interval drink, Children free. Grand Raffle.

Tickets from GCGCinformation@gmail.com, on the door on the day, or from Record Corner,
Godalming - Cash only.

Items for next month's Link-up

Please send items for the December 2025 edition of Link-up to Matt Farrow:
farrow.matt@gmail.com by Friday 21 November, for publication on Friday 28 November.
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