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Message from the Chair

Although the new Archbishop of Canterbury was announced as I'm writing, it's the day after
the attack at the synagogue in Manchester, and that weighs heavier in my mind. I am, as a
rule, very, very loth to make explicit statements about current events or as I think such
commentaries are not generally my business either as an Anglican parish priest or Chair of
Churches Together, but the health of community relationships does seem to be a reasonable
matter for me to touch on. I remember a conversation many years ago with someone long
since gone but then involved in Churches Together, which ended with a few remarks on the
situation in Israel/Palestine, and them saying 'Still, I suppose that’s only what you’'d expect of
the Jews’. When it was clear I'd been startled into silence they added ‘I probably shouldn’t
have said that’. On another occasion I watched a different member of another Godalming
church - again, long since gone - become literally speechless with rage at a suggestion that
there might be more than one way of thinking about the conflict in the Middle East. There have
been other incidents over the years.

The devastation in Gaza, the latest episode in this conflict, is unique in some ways. It is being
carried out by an ally of the UK, not a hostile or neutral state, and it has a theological
significance that derives from God’s decision to become incarnate in that contested part of the
world. But many people invested in it don't seem motivated by those thoughts, and it is, I fear,
a long way from unique in its nature or scale, no matter what anyone may think. It is one of a
succession of terrible events, across different times and different contexts.

A couple of months ago I wrote about the fantasies of final victory over those we are different
from, which lead to violent conflict, and how Christian communities in this country have moved
beyond them. We may, but we need to be wary of finding a sense of identity through buying
into the violence of other conflicts in which we actually have little role to play. Our society has
enough polarisation at the moment.

Rev James Rattue, Chair of Churches Together in Godalming and District
jamesrattue@hotmail.com

Churches Together news and events

Churches Together Open Meeting
12 November - Godalming United Church

Forthcoming Prayer Breakfasts
25 October - St John’s Parish Church, Farncombe

22 November - Busbridge Church
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News of the Churches and organisations

Godalming Minster

Welcome (back) to Chris Lion, the new Rector of Godalming Minster

On Thursday 18 September, we welcomed a new Rector of the Minster, which includes the four
historic churches in Hambledon, Brighton Road, Franklyn Road and Church Street.

Representatives from the town bodies were there, with nearly 180 people from the different
congregations to support Chris Lion as he was “sworn in” by the Rt Revd Paul Davies, Bishop of
Dorking. Rev James Rattue took part in the service to welcome Chris on behalf of Churches
Together.

Married to Charlotte and a father of 5, Chris grew up in the Charterhouse area of Godalming,
and was part of the Busbridge Church Ichthus youth group in his teens. He studied social and
political sciences at Cambridge, trained as a primary teacher, and then as a vicar, becoming a
“Rev” in 2015. Along the way he has been involved with mission projects with youth and
children, and ex-offenders with different churches in London. His churchmanship has spanned
a few quite different styles and denominations.

Chris and Charlotte moved from their last parish in Newark in July, and aside from a spot of
interrailing across Eastern Europe, they’ve spent the summer settling Judah (13), Liberty (10),
Miriam (8), Nathan (6) and Naomi (2) into their new home in the Busbridge Rectory and, more
recently, into their 5 new schools!

Chris is a keen cricketer, and also enjoys music, photography, and travel. Above all, he is
passionate about enabling individuals to get to know, and grow in love for, Jesus.

Chris is now busy getting to know his new parish, visiting each congregation over his first few
Sundays. He will be leading the Godalming Town Remembrance Service at the war memorial at
10.30am on 9 November. We pray that the Lion family and their ministry will be richly blessed
here.

Godalming Minster News

Godalming Minster has a new “"News” section on its website so please keep an eye out there
for what’s happened and what’s coming up around the Minster. See:
https://godalmingminster.org/news/

godalmingminster.org

St John’s Parish Church, Farncombe

At St John’s we are persevering with our various new initiatives and looking forward to Harvest
Festival on 5 October. The month will conclude (nearly) with the annual Memorial Service on
Sunday 26th at 3.00pm which everyone is welcome to attend if they have loved ones to
remember. Our emergency lighting works have been successfully concluded, completing the
major elements recommended by the Fire & Rescue Service in 2024.

www.farncombe.org.uk

Godalming Baptist Church

Life issue: Managing chronic pain, 11 October

On 11 October there is the final Life Issue this year - Managing Chronic Pain - led by Dr Martin
Brunet, GP at Binscombe Practice. Dr Brunet will focus on such issues as: What is the nature of
pain? How does being in chronic pain affect us? How can we find hope, and healing, once pain
has set in? There is no charge for the morning, but donations towards the Farncombe
Community Garden would be much appreciated. Please contact Sally to book a place 01483
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426846 or pollard3@hotmail.co.uk

Woolly Blessings!

Do you enjoy knitting/crocheting and would like to join us fortnightly on Thursdays to
knit/crochet and chat? Please do join us at GBC on Thursday 9 October from 10.00am to
12.00pm. Bring your own materials and ideas for knitting/crocheting for various charities.
Refreshments provided - cost £1 to go towards expenses, wool etc! Please contact Michele
Taylor for more information via the Church Office 01483 422105 (Mon, Weds and Friday
mornings). Do come and bring a friend!

www.godalmingbaptistchurch.org.uk

Godalming United Church

Online services: https://quc.online.church.
Service recordings: www.guc.org.uk, https://bit.ly/GUCYouTube.

Charity cream tea

Our Charity Cream Tea in early September raised over £700 in support of the ongoing
ophthalmic project in The Gambia providing sight-saving cataract operations for just £15.

Curling evening and fish & chip supper, 4 October, 6.30pm
Come and join us to celebrate Harvest with a curling evening and fish & chip supper. (Soft
drinks available or BYO) Tickets £10, young adults £8, from frymaile@gmail.com

Harvest Festival, 5 October, 10.30am
Gifts of non-perishable foodstuffs for the Foodbank please.

Pantomime, February 2026

Pantomime rehearsals have started! Yes, Alice will be appearing in Wonderland at GUC on 7
and 8 February (four performances) — put the date in your diaries now!

For more information and other future events, visit www.guc.org.uk for a constantly updated
rolling calendar.

http://www.guc.org.uk

Roman Catholic Parish of St Edmund, King & Martyr, Godalming with
St Joseph’s Milford

The Church’s prayer intention for October

The Church’s prayer intention for October is for collaboration between different religious
traditions; that believers in different religious traditions might work together to defend and
promote peace, justice and human fraternity.

Welcome to Fr Patrick Okafor CM

Fr Patrick Okafor CM will be joining us this month, working with Fr Jonathan and the priests of
the deanery. He will reside at Our Lady of Lourdes in Haslemere. We look forward to meeting
him.

CAFOD’s Family Fast Day

CAFOD’s Family Fast Day is on Friday 3 October. Our donations this year will help our
neighbours in Ethiopia, for example communities like Waré’s, where CAFOD helps build water
tanks to save women having to walk for hours to get water. We have CAFOD talks after each
Mass, and donations can be made online at cafod.org.uk/envelope or by calling 0303 303
3030. You can also text CAFOD to 70560 to donate £10. Thank you!

Theological Café with Fr Jonathan
Theological Café with Fr Jonathan is on Wednesday 8 October at 8.00pm at the presbytery, 19
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Croft Road. This month, the theme for discussion is the papacy. There will be refreshments,
and all are welcome.

Sign the 'Brew it Fair’ petition

We are inviting our parishioners to sign the petition to the UK government to support the
farmers who grow and pick our tea. Many of the people behind our daily brew face poverty,
unsafe working conditions, and the mounting threat of climate. The petition asks the UK
government to protect human rights, collaborate for change and honour their international
climate finance commitment.
https://action.fairtrade.org.uk/page/171071/petition/1?locale=en-GB

Weekend Masses

These are celebrated at St Edmund’s Godalming (6.00pm Vigil Mass) on Saturday evenings;
and on Sundays at St John’s Farncombe at 8.45am, with children’s liturgy (and with coffee
after Mass on 5 & 19 October); and at St Joseph’s Milford at 10.30am.

Weekday Masses

The dates, times and venues of these vary so please check the calendar on the home page of
our website: www.stedsgod.com

St Edmund’s church remains open every day usually between 10am and 5pm. (19 Croft Road,
Godalming GU7 1DB).

Parish gatherings
We offer a warm welcome to newcomers at our regular parish gatherings:

e Bumps, Babes & Toddlers on Monday mornings at St John’s Farncombe from 10.30am to
12.00pm, term time only. The group welcomes parents, carers and grandparents and
babies, toddlers and pre-school children. For more info: eileen.hudson@gmail.com

e Prayer Group on Monday evenings (phone Richard for details on 01252 702230), 5.00pm in
winter and 7.30pm in summer.

e Youth Discipleship Group Meets every other Friday from 7.00pm to 9.00pm for young
people in Years 11 to 13. Check parish calendar for October session date. For info or sign
up: DavidBeresford@franciscancentre.org.uk

e Live Simply group Our parish eco-group meets monthly online; the next meeting is on
Thursday 2 October, 8.00pm. Joining details: jolewry@aol.com

e SVP group Our parish SVP group meets in person monthly; the next meeting is on
Thursday 22 October at 7.30pm. Joining details: 07379 108009.

e Bereavement group This group offers support and meets monthly, usually on Fridays at
10.30am. More information: bereavementatsteds@gmail.com

e EdsKnitters This group knits for charities. If you can knit hats, gloves, scarves or blankets
for adults and/or baby clothes please get in touch via the parish office:
Godalming@abdiocese.org.uk

www.stedsgod.com

The Franciscan Centre Ladywell

Days of Reflection

We have two days of Reflection monthly. They will be held on the second Saturday and fourth
Tuesday of each month from 9.30am to 4.00pm. The next dates are Saturday 4 October and
Tuesday 28 October, 9.30am to 4.00pm.

These retreat days welcome all who seek renewal, inspiration and fellowship in a warm and
inviting atmosphere. You can look forward to a comforting mix of input, prayer, conversation,
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and personal space for reflection.

A delicious, homemade lunch, lovingly prepared with Franciscan hospitality, will be provided.
The cost for each retreat is £25.

We warmly welcome everyone to join us in this journey of reflection and discovery. For more
information, please feel free to reach out to us at franciscancentre@Iladywell.org.uk or
telephone 01483 675575.

We offer a place that allows for a deepening of your relationship with God, a place of welcome
and safety as you navigate closer to your Creator. Take quiet time away from the haste of
everyday life, either on a retreat or by engaging in the programmes and workshops we offer.
The Franciscan Centre Ladywell is open for anyone seeking some space and quiet time.

Weekend Retreat, 14 November, 4.00 pm to 16 November, 2.00pm
Through the Door of Hope — Stepping into hope within challenging times.

A time of reflection led by Christopher Chapman

Hope has its roots in a God who is always moving into how things are. The door of hope is
open and God steps through it with purpose and compassion. Through this same door we can
step out in God into all that is broken apart. Over this weekend we will explore what hope is
and how we can move with it when meeting our own challenges and those of our time.

£190 - All Inclusive

Advent Retreat 2025, 5 to 7 December
Arrivals and check-in from 4.00pm on Friday and departure 2.00pm Sunday.

Join the Franciscan Centre Team for an Advent retreat, in preparation for the incarnation when
God chose, out of deep love to become human and live and walk among us in order to draw
closer to us and for us to come to know Him personally.

In these days, listen to input, pray together, take time to reflect and celebrate the sacraments
surrounded by the beauty and tranquillity of the Franciscan Centre Ladywell.

All are Welcome. Suggested offering: £190

6-day Individually Guided Retreat, 27 October to 2 November
Suggested offering: £520

Step away from the noise and haste of your everyday life and into the quiet beauty of the
Franciscan Centre Ladywell in the heart of Surrey. Set on expansive grounds which are
peaceful and beautiful, with wonderful walks and a stunning woodland to explore, find God in
the sacred book of nature and in the peaceful, prayerfulness of our wonderful house.

Each day you will be accompanied by a trained spiritual director, who will listen attentively and
offer suggestions for allowing you to go deeper into your relationship with God.

Arrival Sunday 27 October evening from 4.00pm and depart next Sunday 2 November morning
after breakfast and 10.00am Mass.

https://franciscancentre.org.uk

Godalming Quakers

Sunday Meetings for Worship

The regular weekly worship session continues to be held on Sunday mornings, starting at
10.30am at the Quaker Meeting House in Mill Lane, and all are welcome.

www.quaker.org.uk/meetings/godalming

Link-Up October 2025 Page 5 of 6
www.godalmingchurches.org


mailto:franciscancentre@ladywell.org.uk
https://franciscancentre.org.uk/
http://www.quaker.org.uk/meetings/godalming

Prayer meeting for the persecuted church

If you are interested in praying for the persecuted church, there is a zoom meeting held
monthly on a Sunday at 4.00pm. Further details from David at rymissionsnews@hotmail.com
Feba

Please pray for the work of Feba, a media organisation with partners in many of the world's
most newsworthy places: you have an opportunity to hear what they have to say and pray for
them at 7.00pm on Wednesday 1 October. Find the zoom link on www.feba.org.uk/prayer

Items for next month's Link-up
Please send items for the November 2025 edition of Link-up to Matt Farrow:
farrow.matt@gmail.com by Friday 17 October, for publication on Friday 24 October.
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